
When William Henry Merrill founded Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. (UL), more than a century ago, he created an              
organization with a mission to “support the production and use of products which are physically and environmentally safe 
and to apply our efforts to prevent or reduce loss of life and property.”* 

Essentially, Merrill had created an organization that would test, analyze and certify products and materials to help create 
safer living and work environments. Today, manufacturers, retailers, regulators and more look to UL to set standards that 
govern the performance and safety of everything from building materials to appliances to furniture and more. 

Even HVAC tapes go through rigorous testing to certify code compliance 
against UL standards. 

So, just how important is the “UL Listed” mark on your roll of tape? 

It could stand between a system passing or failing an inspection. It could 
also be a contributing factor in whether your work achieves total system 
closure or contains costly air leaks.

The “UL Listed” mark means the product complies with the                              
UL requirements for safety and performance. “UL Listed tapes not only 
ensure code compliance to pass inspection, but also complete system 
closure,” says Glenn Walter, product manager for building and                     
construction tapes at Shurtape®.

Total system closure – or airtight, permanent seals with no leaks – is critical for both homeowners and contractors.       
Homeowners want a house that’s passed inspection. And, they want an efficient system. Otherwise, they could face energy 
loss, higher utility bills and system failure down the line.

“For contractors, air leakage could result in failure of the inspection and costly call-backs to rework the system to achieve 
total system closure,” explains Walter. “Contractors want to pass the inspection the first time – especially since their          
reputation is on the line.” 

In many cases, inspections are visual to make sure the right tape and connections are used, as well as to confirm there 
are no visible gaps in the tape, especially in connections that require several pieces of tape. 

However, some locations and circumstances require air leakage testing once the system is installed. An easily read “UL 
Listed” mark on the tape lets the inspector know the tape has been tested to ensure air leakage won’t occur. 

MEETING THE CODE
“UL Listed” mark on HVAC tapes certify product performance 
  and inspection success

HVAC tapes marked with the UL Listing have 
been put through a series of rigorous tests      
to ensure compliance against strict                            
UL requirements.



But, getting that mark requires a thorough process of testing and                  
evaluation to guarantee code compliance against strict UL requirements 
– a process that’s imperative for many manufacturers. 

HVAC tapes, for example, are put through rigorous testing to evaluate   
qualities such as adhesion level, shear strength and tensile strength, as 
well as burn, mold and humidity resistance.

And, testing is ongoing. “Products don’t just pass the initial testing with no 
further consideration,” explains Walter. “Periodic retesting and inspections 
at the plant assure the quality of the product and that manufacturers are 
using the same processes and materials to maintain compliance.”

Shurtape has been manufacturing its HVAC tapes against UL standards, 
such as UL 723 (test for surface burning characteristics of building           
materials) and UL 181 (test for factory-made air ducts and air connectors) 
for more than a decade. Shurtape UL Listed products include: 

“Product quality and consistency are critical. There’s no time to waste with 
tape failure, especially as call-backs can be quite costly,” says Walter. “At 
Shurtape, we design our products to not only meet, but also exceed, UL 
requirements for use on both rigid and flex ducts. We start with high-quality 
raw materials and continually test our products internally to ensure we are 
providing you with the exceptional product you demand, giving you            
confidence in a job done right.”

For more information about Shurtape UL Listed tapes, visit Shurtape.com         
or call 888.442.8273. 
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Compliance with UL standards ensures the 
tape has the proper adhesion and exceptional 
shear strength to stay in place effectively for 
the life of the HVAC system.

Shurtape HVAC tapes that are UL Listed are 
engineered to exceed UL requirements, 
helping to ensure code compliance with 
every job.

AF 100: UL 181A-P/B-FX printed aluminum foil tape for joining and sealing fiberglass ductboard and Class 1 Flex Duct. 
DC 181: UL 181B-FX printed film tape for connecting, joining, sealing and patching Class 1 Flex Duct.
PC 857: UL 181B-FX printed cloth duct tape for sealing, seaming and joining Class 1 Flex Duct. 
PC 858 CA: UL 181B-FX printed, CEC approved specialty-grade duct tape for sealing, seaming and joining                                                                     
Class 1 Flex Duct. 
SF 686: UL 181B-FX printed, indoor/outdoor roll mastic for airtight and moisture-free sealing of Class 1 Flex Duct and                 
sheet metal duct.
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