
C  A  L  I  F  O  R  N  I  A    E  N  E  R  G  Y    C  O  M  M  I  S  S  I  O  N

E F F I C I E N C Y  A N D  R E N E W A B L E  E N E R G Y  D I V I S I O N

     

The effective date for the 

2008 Building Energy 

Efficiency Standards 

(Title24, Parts 1 and 6) 

has been changed to 
January 1, 2010.  

	 In April the Energy 
Commission’s Efficiency 

Committee determined that 
Shurtape Technologies’ 

cloth back synthetic 
adhesive duct tape, 

PC 858CA, can be used 
to show compliance with 

the Standards to seal flex duct to 
fitting joints without being used 

in combination with mastic.

	 Shurtape PC 858CA duct tape has passed duct 
sealant longevity testing comparable to 
the testing conducted by the Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory, in which cloth back rubber 
adhesive duct tapes failed. The testing of Shurtape
PC 858CA followed the protocol specified in the 
American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) 
E2342-03, Standard Test Method for Longevity 
Testing of Duct Sealant Methods, with the exception 
that the pressure difference used in the testing was 84 
pascals (Pa) to match the original testing conducted by 
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory of the cloth 
back rubber adhesive duct tapes. Shurtape PC 858CA 
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NEWS FLASH...

employs a combination of polymers in its synthetic adhesive to achieve 
enhanced performance compared with cloth back rubber adhesive tapes.
	 The Energy Commission has approved two cloth-backed duct tapes 
with special butyl or synthetic adhesives rather than rubber adhesive to seal 
flex duct to fittings. These tapes are:

• Polyken 558CA or Nashua 558CA, manufactured by Berry Plastics, 
Tapes and Coatings Division.

• Shurtape PC 858CA, manufactured by 
Shurtape Technologies, Inc.

	 These tapes can be used to seal flex duct to 
fittings without using mastic. These tapes cannot 
be used to seal other duct system joints, such as 
the attachment of fittings to plenums and junction 
boxes. These tapes have on their backing a drawing 
of a fitting to plenum joint in a red circle with a slash 
through it (the international symbol of prohibition) 
to illustrate where they are not allowed to be used. 
Installation instructions in their packing boxes explain how to use them to 
attach duct core to fittings and a statement that the tapes cannot be used 
to seal fitting to plenum and junction box joints.
	 The Energy Commission wishes to thank Shurtape Technologies 
for recognizing the need to make improvements to the adhesive used on 
cloth back duct tape to meet California’s requirements, for conducting the 
ASTM E2342-03 testing, and for developing the labels and installation 
instructions for Shurtape PC 858CA duct tape. These changes and labels 
will assist installers to make flex duct airtight to fitting attachments and 
building officials to verify that Shurtape PC 858CA has been properly used 
in compliance with the Standards.

The 2008 Building Energy Efficiency 
Standards were adopted by the 
Energy Commission on April 23, 
2008. The effective date was August 
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1, 2008; however, the Energy Commission has 
experienced delays in completing the public domain 
compliance software.  
	


